EMPOWERING LEARNERS, BUILDING FUTURES

Hello and Welcome

We are so looking forward to your child starting their learning journey with us in September.
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EMPOWERING LEARNERS, BUILDING FUTURES

Collaboration



What makes us unique?

* Olney Infant Academy’s approach to learning is founded on an ethos of
open-ended, challenging, and limitless exploration. We foster an
environment that nurtures and strengthens children’s independence
through curiosity, awe, and wonder. This enables our children to immerse
themselves in a rich, bespoke curriculum that is innovative, creative, and
dynamic, equipping them with the essential knowledge and skills to thrive
in life and become the best version of themselves.

* We aspire to nurture independent, active learners who think critically and
overcome challenges. Throughout their journey at Olney Infant Academy,
we nurture inquisitive minds with a genuine love of learning, instilling the
confidence and courage to ask questions, embrace curiosity, and pursue
their dreams with determination and pride.

* We firmly believe that fostering successful learning for every child hinges
on the strong partnership we build with parents—a commitment that
remains at the heart of our approach.
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Our Curious Values

At Olney Infant Academy, we foster curious minds. We promote a..d
challenge children’s independence through curiosity, awe, and
wonder.

* Courage

* Unique
*Respect

* Independent
* Open-minded

* Understanding

* Supportive
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The Foundation Stage Team

Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Armitage
Assistant Headteacher: Miss Steph Hartwell
SENDCo/Inclusion Lead: Mrs Kim Millican

Polar Bears’ Class Teacher; Mr Charlie Swan

Pandas’ Class Teacher: Mrs Sophie Wright/Mrs Bryony Norman

Brown Bears’ Class Teacher: Mrs Tammy Carr

Teaching Assistants: TBC
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* Introduction to the Early Years Foundation Stage
* Meeting to support your child’s learning at home







Date

Tuesday 2" June

Induction meeting for parents/carers only.

4-5pm

Come and meet the Early Years Team and find out all about your child’s
exciting start to their learning journey with us.

Wednesday 1%t July

Transition Session.

9.30am—11am

This date is coordinated with OMS and Ousedale (no parents in school).
You will be notified which class your child is in prior to this date.

Throughout July

Teacher visits to preschools and nurseries.

Wednesday 15% July
4pm—5pm

Stay and Play session at school. Come and explore our provision with
your child.

We are holding an after-school session for you and your child. All
children must be accompanied by an adult for this session.

2"d September
3rd September
4t September

Home visits.

A link for preferred visit dates and times has already been sent to you in
your ‘Info for new parents’ letter that went out in April

7th September

Reception children begin staggered transition into school.

7th September — 8.40am until 11.45am
8th September — 8.40am — 1.15pm (children stay for lunch)
9th September — All children full time (8.40am — 3.20pm)




Working Together

* Transition from current early years setting
* Parents as partners

* Weekly Sway and weekly year group Sway
* Home learning expectations

* Open door

* Baseline Assessments
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From now until September

* Talk about school and the staff

* 'School readiness’ - we will be ready for them;
they are already just where they need to be.

* Independence- 'preparing children for the
future’
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Preparing Children for the Future

s Inspiring Futures
‘X through Learning

“Children should start school healthy, happy, communicative, sociable, curious, active, and ready and equipped for the next phase
of life and learning.”

How can | help my child get ready?

Your child will have lots of new activities and routines to get used to when they start school. There are some
things they’ll need to do more independently than they might have before.
Research shows that a child’s relationship with their parents is the most important factor in their

development, and there’s a lot you can do at home.

Some of these skills take time to master, so it's good to introduce them gradually as part of your daily

routine.
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P IFtL Trust Schools have created this short handout as a starting point. We like to think this is a step in
preparing children for the future, not just something that needs considering for starting school.
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Preparing Children for the Future

, Inspiring Futures 4 1 3 ; :
‘X through Leaming Children should start school healthy, happy, communicative, sociable, curious, active, and

ready and equipped for the next phase of life and learning.”

Listening to and following

instructions

Using the toilet and
washing hands

Recognise age as a number

Singing along with songs and

nurse mes
Practicing sharing and taking XAy

turns with toys
Sharing story books, looking at pictures

PLEASE 7 and talking about the characters

“X

Setting boundaries and
being able to say no, brushing their teeth

please and thank you twidce a day

/ ' \ Using cutlery
; s helping with some simple
\ . ‘ a2 & ._.-L-. jobs
P ( by Recognise pattern of their
oo \ I / = I g name, recognise it written.
knowing when to ask friends ‘ !
help Recognsiing own feelings and .

beginning to recognise the feelings of Eating a healthy diet,

others try new foods Doing simple puzzles and craft activities -
cutting and sticking




Preparing Children for the Future

“Children should start school healthy, happy, communicative, sociable, curious, active, and ready and equipped for the next
phase of life and learning.”
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Family Lives Speech and Dingley’s Promise
Language UK

Resources for families with additional needs:
There are many organisations who can support you with information and strategies to prepare you, your child and their
educational setting, ensuring a smooth transition and setting them up for future success.
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Preparing Children for the Future

Inspiring Futures
through Learning

“Children should start school healthy, happy, communicative, sociable, curious, active, and ready and equipped for the next phase of life and learning.”

What should I do if | have concerns about my child’s development?

If you're worried about your child's progress, talk to your childminder/nursery/pre-school team, health visitor,
local children's centre or Family Hub.

If your child has developmental delays or SEND (suspected or confirmed), speak to their nursery, childminder,
or health visitor/nursery/pre-school team well before they start Reception and discuss their needs when you
are selecting schools.

You can work with your child’s early years setting to help your child with self-care, managing emotions, social
skills and communication in a way that suits their stage of development.

You might want to share details about: their development, needs, what motivates them, what might trigger
difficulties, how they learn best, and what strategies work well.
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Make sure you share impartant information with everyone supporting your child, including their new Reception
teacher.
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Important Whole School Information

* School lunches

* Attendance

* Communication

* Breakfast club and after school club
* Medical

* FOOIA
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Any Questions?

Follow us on Facebook

www.olneyinfantacademy.co.uk/newfoundationcohort/
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