
  

 

 

 

   

 

Accessibility Policy and Action Plan 

Updated: December 2025  

Review Date: December 2028 

Version 1: September 2025 

Purpose of the Plan 

The purpose of this plan is to show how Olney Infant Academy intends, over time, to increase the 

accessibility of our school for disabled pupils. Olney Infant Academy is committed to providing an 

environment that enables full curriculum access and that values and includes all pupils, staff, 

parents, and visitors regardless of their education, physical, sensory, social, spiritual, emotional, and 

cultural needs. 

Definition of Disability 

According to the Equality Act 2010, a person has a disability if: 

• Physical or mental impairment is present. 

• The impairment has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry out 

normal day-to-day activities 

Legal Background 

• Under the Equality Act 2010, all schools must have an Accessibility Plan. 

• The Act replaced previous equality legislation, including the Disability Discrimination Act 

(DDA), but the duties remain the same: schools cannot lawfully discriminate against pupils 

because of sex, race, disability, religion or belief, or sexual orientation. 

• Schedule 10 of the Equality Act requires schools to prepare and implement accessibility plans 

that are reviewed regularly and linked to other school planning documents. 

• Statutory guidance also requires schools to publish their accessibility plan and keep it under 

review, typically every three years. 

This plan has been drawn up based upon information supplied by the Local Authority, and in 

consultation with pupils, parents, staff, and governors of the school. It will advise and align with other 

school planning documents, including the SEND Policy and Equality Objectives. 

Scope of the Accessibility Plan 

This Accessibility Plan sets out the school’s strategy to increase access to education for disabled 
pupils in the three areas required by the Equality Act 2010: 



  

 

 

 

   

 

• Curriculum access: Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the 

school curriculum, including teaching, learning, after-school clubs, leisure, cultural activities, 

and school visits. 

• School environment: Improving the physical environment of the school to ensure disabled 

pupils can take advantage of education and associated services. 

• Information delivery: Improving the delivery of information to disabled pupils, ensuring that 

written and digital materials are accessible in formats appropriate to their needs. 

The Accessibility Plan should be read in conjunction with the following school policies, strategies, 

and documents: 

• Curriculum Policy 

• Equality Information and Objectives 

• Health and Safety Policy 

• Special Educational Needs (SEND) Information Report 

• Behaviour Policy 

• Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy 

• Trust-wide SEND Policy (IFtL) 

• Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Policy 

The school’s Complaints Procedure covers issues relating to the Accessibility Plan. 

Training 

Whole-school training will continue to raise awareness among staff and governors on equality issues, 

with reference to the Equality Act 2010. Training will include: 

• Understanding duties under the Equality Act 

• Inclusive teaching strategies 

• Use of assistive technology 

• Supporting pupils with medical and sensory needs 

Plan Availability 

The Accessibility Plan is available in the following ways: 

• School website (digital copy) 

• Paper copies available from the main office 

Review and Evaluation 

It is a statutory requirement that the Accessibility Plan is: 

• Resourced appropriately 

• Implemented effectively 



  

 

 

 

   

 

• Reviewed and revised as necessary 

• Reported on annually to governors 

This plan is valid for three years (2025–2028) and reviewed annually. 

Aims and Objectives 

Our aims are to: 

• Increase access to the curriculum for pupils with a disability 

• Improve and maintain access to the physical environment 

• Improve the delivery of information to disabled pupils and parents 

Tables and annexes set out how the school will achieve these aims. 

Annex A – Identifying Barriers to Access 

Section 1: Delivering the Curriculum 

• Staff training delegated to SENDCo ensures teachers and TAs can support disabled pupils. 

• Classroom organisation is adapted to meet individual needs. 

• Monitoring pupil achievement through typicality walks, books, Seesaw, and data. 

• Inclusive wider curriculum: music, drama, PE, and extracurricular clubs monitored for SEND 

access. 

• Sensory breaks built into timetables to reduce cognitive overload. 

• Extra time and ICT support provided for practical work. 

• Adapted curriculum for pupils unable to access certain activities. 

• Assistive technology: iPads and digital tools for recording and accessibility. 

• Accessible school visits with individual risk assessments. 

• High expectations maintained for all pupils. 

Section 2: Physical Environment 

• Wheelchair accessibility: all areas at ground level. 

• Safe pathways and signage are assessed routinely. 

• Emergency systems are currently auditory only; visual signals are identified as a priority for 

improvement. 

• Neutral décor and signage to support pupils with autism and sensory needs. 

• Lighting is adequate across all areas. 

• Noise reduction efforts made with soft furnishings, though acoustics remain a challenge. 

• Furniture and equipment were selected and adjusted appropriately. 

Section 3: Information Delivery 

• Alternative formats (large print, symbols, audio, Braille) available on request. 



  

 

 

 

   

 

• Accessible presentations: staff read aloud and describe diagrams. 

• ICT facilities support production of materials in different formats. 

• Staff training provided by specialist teams in visual impairment and ICT. 

Legislation check: 

• Equality Act 2010 (Schedule 10) requires schools to cover curriculum, environment, and 

information delivery. 

• Plans must be reviewed annually and published. 

• Training and consultation with stakeholders are expected. 

• Accessibility plans must align with SEND Code of Practice (2015) and Equality Duty. 

  



  

 

 

 

   

 

ANNEX B  

Access Plan 2025-2028  

  

Aim 1: To increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school curriculum.   

Our key objective is to reduce and eliminate barriers to access the curriculum and to ensure full participation in the school 

community for pupils and prospective pupils with a disability.  

  

  

SHORT 

TERM  

Targets   Strategies   Outcome   Timescale   Success Criteria   

To liaise with 

new parents to 

review intake 

for Sept 2025 

and each 

successive 

intake  

  

To identify pupils who may 

need additional to or different 

provision   

Liaison with parents and 

external agencies for pupils with 

ongoing complex health 

needs. E.g. intimate care needs 

as part of a disability, children 

with complex medical needs  

Needs of children are 

purposefully planned 

for  

From April – 

September 

each year 

once 

allocations 

received   

  

Procedures/equipment/ ideas set in 

place by Sept each year.   

Clear collaborative working 

approach.  

Widen the 

availability of 

club and extra-

curricular 

opportunities 

for SEND 

pupils    

Monitor attainment of all pupils 

with SEND during pupil progress 

meetings and regular liaison with 

parents.   

There is a diverse 

offer available 

with children from all 

vulnerable groups 

able to take part  

  

Termly.   The PE lead will monitor extra-

curricular clubs to ensure pupils 

with SEND are able to 

access opportunities on offer.  

Develop the 

continuous and 

enhanced 

provision offer  

Adaptions are made to support 

specific curriculum needs, for 

example where a need to 

develop more independence 

is identified, or where a child is 

working significantly below key 

stage expectations.  

The SLT will work with staff to 

develop the Lavendon offer of an 

enriching, child-led approach to 

learning  

Personalised 

outcomes for 

children will mean 

that all children will 

make individual 

progress, 

irrespective of 

disability   

  Children can access the curriculum 

irrespective of disability   

  

  

  

LONG 

TERM  

Targets   Strategies   Outcome  Timescale   Success Criteria   

To finely review 

attainment 

of all SEND 

pupils.   

SENDCO/Class Teacher 

meetings/Pupil Progress.   

Scrutiny of assessment 

system.   

Regular liaison with parents.   

The academic gap 

between SEND and 

non-SEND pupils 

diminishes  

2.Engagement model 

is used to capture 

progress of those with 

complex SEND  

Termly.   Progress made towards SEN 

targets.   

Outside agencies supporting pupils 

where required.   

Opportunities 

for children to 

see positive 

role models 

with 

disabilities.   

Visitors into school.   

Continued purchase of 

materials which portray 

positive images of people with 

disabilities, as part of our DEI 

offer. 

 

The curriculum will 

continually adapt and 

develop its 

Diverse, Equitable and 

Inclusive offer.    

Yearly 

curriculum 

review.   

Resources are easily visible.   

Planning shows consideration 

of possible visitors to school.   

Positive attitudes towards those 

with disabilities and towards 

principles of inclusion.   



  

 

 

 

   

 

Books purchased will be used 

to enrich the English 

curriculum   

Exploitation of 

technology to 

support 

learning for all 

groups of 

learners, 

including year 1 

and 2 with 

1:1 devices  

Support all staff to implement 

and effectively use technology 

within the classroom.   

ICT and sensory specialist 

teacher input for pupils who 

meet criteria.   

Use of iPads for individual 

pupils – source suitable 

support apps   

Increased rates of 

progress for all 

learners.   

 Increased staff 

confidence with these 

programmes   

July 2026   Technology supports learning for all 
pupils through 1:1 devices, staƯ 
training, and specialist input. iPads 
with tailored apps enhance 
engagement, independence, and 
inclusion. StaƯ conƱdently embed 
digital tools, while ICT and sensory 
specialists guide accessibility. 
Regular monitoring ensures 
improved progress, eƯective 
implementation, and measurable 
impact across diverse learner 
groups. 

  

  

Aim 2: To improve the physical environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled pupils can take 

advantage of education and associated services  

  

  

SHORT 

TERM  

Targets   Strategies   Outcome  Timescale   Success Criteria   

Improve 

physical 

environment of 

school 

environment.   

  

The school will take account 

the needs of pupils, staff and 

visitors with physical 

difficulties and sensory 

impairments when planning 

and undertaking future 

improvements and 

refurbishments of the site and 

premises, such as improved 

access, lighting and colour 

schemes and more accessible 

facilities and fittings.   

The school will ensure 
future site 
improvements meet 
accessibility needs, 
providing inclusive 
access, suitable 
lighting, supportive 
colour schemes, and 
facilities for pupils, 
staƯ, and visitors with 
impairments. 

Ongoing.   Enabling needs to be met where 

possible.   

  

Improve 

and maintain  

access to the 

physical 

environment  

To continue to adapt the 

environment for pupils as 

appropriate  

This could include:   

*Hi-viz markings as required to 

support pupils with visual 

impairments   

*Handrails implemented 

where required to support toilet 

access  

Children 

with additional 

needs are able to 

access the 

environment, 

irrespective of needs  

Ongoing  Pupils with additional needs will 

have the appropriate 

adaptations made so that they are 

able to access their environment.  

Ensuring 

disabled 

parents have 

every 

opportunity to 

be involved.   

Utilise disabled parking spaces 

for disabled parents to drop off 

and collect children.   

Offer a telephone call to 

explain letters home for some 

parents who need this.   

Adopt a more proactive 

approach to identify the access 

requirements of disabled 

parents  

 Disabled parents are 
supported through 
reserved parking, 
telephone 
explanations of 
letters, and proactive 
identiƱcation of 
access needs, 
ensuring inclusive, 
accessible 

Constantly 

reviewed.   

To ensure that disabled parents are 

not discriminated against and are 

encouraged to take interest and be 

involved in their child’s education.  



  

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

  

LONG 

TERM  

Targets   Strategies  Outcome  Timescale  Success criteria   

Emergency and 

evacuation 

systems are 

fitted with a 

visual compon

ent  

Look for funding opportunities.  Ongoing.      The school will have visual signal 

to enable hearing impaired 

children to be made aware of 

fire/evacuation alarm.  

  

Physical accessibility of school 

increased.  

  

 Aim 3: To improve the delivery of information to disabled pupils and parents.   

  

SHORT 

TERM  

Targets   Strategies   Outcome   Timescale Success Criteria   

To ensure all 

children with a 

disability, 

including those 

who have a 

visual 

impairment, 

ASD, or 

epilepsy have 

access to the 

curriculum.   

Regular parental 

communication.   

First Quality Teaching 

strategies    

Ongoing.   All staff to 

be aware. 

 

Ongoing   

All children, regardless of a 

disability, will be able to access 

curriculum.  

Barriers to learning have been 

significantly reduced and where 

possible removed, for children 

with a disability, to create a low 

arousal but 

friendly, accessible and inviting 

working environment.   

  

  

MEDIUM 

TERM  

Targets   Strategies   Outcome   Time scale  Success Criteria   

To review 

children’s 
records 

ensuring 

school’s 
awareness of 

any 

disabilities.   

Information collected about new 

children:   

 

Records passed up to each class 

teacher.   

End of year class teacher 

meetings.   

Annual EHCP reviews  

Medical forms updated annually 

for all children.   

Personal care plans.   

 

Vulnerable children register  

  

Annually.   
 

Each teacher/staff member 

aware of disabilities of children in 

their classes.   

SENDCo promotes positive 

awareness of 

disabilities e.g.Down Syndrome 

Awareness Day, Autism 

Awareness Week.   

  

engagement with 
school facilities and 
communication. 
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